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ment of Muslim endowments in your province Personally, I think, that in every
province of this country there should be charity commissioners on the lines of the
charity commissioners in England to look after charities. I have no doubt that when
the committee makes its report its recommendations will be carefully considered
and legislation will follow by which it is hoped that the condition of the Muslim
endowments will be greatly improved.
As for the activities of the Anjuman for the protection of the holy tombs and
buildings : Disappointment has been caused in some quarters over the treaty entered
into by Persia with Ibn Saud. I am not prepared to condemn Persia for the treaty,
The Persians know their own interests better than we do and besides one needs to
have all the facts before him ere he form a proper opinion. It is not necessary for
me to enter into any elaborate account of the Najdi history. By now every one of
you knows the barbarities practised by them in the beginning of the last century,
and the fate they met with in the end. Two years ago you passed a condemnatory
resolution which could not be acted upou.
There is not a Moslem heart in this country or throughout the world which does not
desire a reversal of the Balfour Declaration. The whole Islamic world has protested
and is protesting against it. The recent disturbances were most deplorable. But the
Balfour Declaration was at least one of the potent causes that led to them and it will
be the duty of Parliament to consider its recall.
Moslem opinion on the question of Sarda Act is divided. Your committee has
already passed a resolution condemning the Act. There will be a discussion on this
bill at this conference, As I have the honour of being your president and as such
will have to keep the course of the debate, I have no desire in this speech to express
my own views.
Concluding, the president said :
There is on the Moslem community the stigma of being a backward community.
We, who were at one time at the head of affairs in India for more than 800 years,
- have fallen and are still falling low. May I therefore once more appeal for an
awakening amongst you and all other Moslems, that you will cast off this lethargy
of sloth and Phoenix-like rise with vigour and life from your ashes ? If we organize and
correlate our efforts the time will not be distant when we shall no longer have this
stigma of being a backward community and shall take our proper and legitimate
position in the councils of our country and the governance of this great empire and
in shaping the destinies of our dear motherland."
RESOLUTIONS
On reassembling on the next day, the 27th December, the conference recorded^
resolution strongly condemning the cowardly bomb outrage on the Viceroy's
special.
The Sarda Marriage Act aroused a controversial and animated discussion but the
conference after a long debate recorded a vote against the legislation, holding it as a
measure interfering with the Islamic religious laws and, therefore, requesting the Gov-
ernment to exempt the Muslims from its operation.
The opposition to the motion condemning the Act was led by Syed Haidar
Mehdi. He said that the law only gave the right to give the girl in marriage, but it
never limited the age at which marriage should be celebrated. The reason why the
Islamic law did not fix age limit for marriage was that the attaimment of puberty
varied with the conditions of the different countries and climes.
The resolution against the Act was recorded by an overwhelming majority.
joint electorates
The only other subject of importance which the conference considered was
th« joint electorates and the conference recorded almost unanimously, on the motion
of Dr* Syed Mahmudulhasan of Rae Bareli, a resolution urging that the next Assem-
b]yy,Gouncil and Local Board elections should be held with joint electorates but the
se&tsf for the Muslims should be reserved.
?. Aifeeg transacting some other business, the conference adjourned,

